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On the heels of a massive lobbying campaign, the Catholic Church has emerged victorious from
the most recent round in its battle to hold the line against birth control. The church's triumph came
with the Feb. 15 announcement by President Jorge Serrano that he plans to veto a bill known as the
Ley de Poblacion. The bill, also known as Decree 3- 93, has already been approved in congress. The
bill, drafted with the intention of curbing the country's high population growth rate, would have
allowed the use of public health care facilities to carry out certain birth control programs, effectively
amounting to government sanction of birth control. The Catholic Church came out strongly against
the bill, insisting that the measure would "open the doors to [legalized] abortion." The church's
publicity blitz against the bill included a series of paid advertisements in the newspapers, spots
aired on local television, and a coordinated nationwide campaign during Sunday Mass on Feb.
14. The campaign called on all Catholics to express their "strong opposition" to the measure,
characterized as an "attack" on Christian values and against the constitution. In announcing his
intention to veto the measure, Serrano said the bill should be subject to further debate in the
legislature and indicated that modifications should be introduced in order to "guarantee [respect
for] the moral and ethical principles of Guatemalan society." (Source: Agence France-Presse,
02/15/93)
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